Rybp interacts with Hippi and enhances Hippi-mediated apoptosis.
Rybp (DEDAF) has been shown to interact with DED-containing proteins and to encode pro-apoptotic functions. Here we characterize a novel interaction between Rybp and Hippi, a protein implicated in neuronal apoptosis as well as in the pathogenesis of Huntington's disease. Rybp can synergize with Hippi to enhance Caspase 8-mediated apoptosis and also appears to be essential for Hippi-mediated apoptosis. Moreover, Rybp may mediate or regulate the interaction between Hippi and Caspase 8. Finally, Rybp and Hippi co-localize in a subset of neurons in the developing mouse brain. Together, these findings suggest that Rybp and Hippi may functionally interact in the apoptotic processes that accompany normal murine neural development.